University of North Texas

JOUR 5030 – Visual Journalism
Professor Neil Foote
Spring 2008
FINAL PROJECT
Your final project is designed to:
1. Take our class readings, discussions and analysis and put them into practice; 
2. Tap into your skill as a journalist and novice at understanding how the internet works, particularly how content can be presented on the Internet
3. Allow you to create a website/blog that you can continue to maintain beyond this class.
Your final grade for this project will be based on your thoroughness in reporting and writing; use of interactivity (e.g. use of related links, photos and slideshows. Audio and video elements are optional.), your creativity and your 10-minute in-class presentation. You are not expected or required to hire a web designer or a programmer. All the tools you need are readily available for free on the web, and do not require any sophisticated technical knowledge.

Here’s the assignment:

1. Create a one-page description and outline the story you will write. DUE, MARCH 27.
a. In this description, please give me a brief story description, the potential sources and anticipated interactive elements. 

2. This story may be focused campus-related issues, local or regional.  Avoid issues that require any personal information. You must avoid subjects that rely on friends and/or families serving as your primary sources.

a. The blog must include at least a Home Page, About, News, Links as its basic pages.  You may have additional Pages and as many Categories as you feel are necessary.

b. FINAL PROJECTS ARE DUE: CLASSTIME, APRIL 24th .  

c. The basic content requirements are:
i. A 1,000-word written news or feature story that could be a profile, organization or event-related story. Please do not revisit your previous stories unless you have discussed this with me.
ii. Slide show with at least 15 photos.  This slide show must tell a story.  You must choose quality images that are in focus, cropped appropriately.  Remember the principles we have discussed in class.  NOTE: We will spend some class time using PhotoShop to help you become more familiar editing/cropping/improving photos.

iii. Audio/video elements are optional.  NOTE: We will spend some class time learning about SoundSlides, a software program that enables you to create slideshows with sound and images.  (To learn more, go to http://soundslides.com.  There is a free downloadable DEMO version for you to practice with.).  To learn more about recording and editing audio, go to http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
3. You are free to use whatever free online tools and/or software currently available and accessible through the University of North Texas computers.  E.g. audacity.com; soundslides.com, youtube.com, swivel.com, etc. 
4. We will use some of our class as a ‘Working Lab’ to allow you to work on your project. 
Any questions?  Please email me at neil@neilfoote.com or set up an appointment with me.

Thank you, and good luck.

